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TAGB! APER, ‘T2 CQANTER. N. BEVERLY. JR,)

SUBJECTI SECRETARY'S COMMENTS ON CART!R INCIC}!NT CPRQSS
'CONFEREN&! TRANM:RIPT)

:GﬁNﬁVA PASS TD ANQA&IAOOR ‘CA’ﬂ‘T’ER

1, SECRETARY KISSINGER, AT A PRESS CONFERENCE AUGUBT 17
IN VAIL, COLORADD, WAS ASKED TO COMMENT ON PRESS REPORTS =
THAT U,S, AMBASSADOR ‘TO TANZANIA, W, BEVERLY CARTER,. JR,,{‘AM‘_
HAD BEEN PENALIZED FOR HIS HANDLING OF KIDNAPPING CASE: =
INVOLVING THR!E AM!R!cAN STUDENTS AND A DUTECH WOMAN, -

2, FOLLOWING I8 TRANSCRIPY OF RELEVANT PORTION OF SEge
RETARY '8 PRESS CONFERENCE!

0. MR, SECRETARY, IF I MAY CHANGE THE suaJacr. couLp you

EXPLAIN 'TO ME THE SITUATION SURROUNDING THE TRANSFER OF .
AMBASSADOR CARTER OUT OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT? R
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GEGRETARY KISSINGERI TO THE BEST OF MY KNONLEDGE AND

1AM NOT ALWAYS 'TOLO EVERYTHING IN THE STATE QEPARTHENT

AMBABSADOR CARTER HAS NOT BEEN TRANSFERRED OUT OF THE
STATE DEPARTMENT, WE HAVE AVOIDED ANY COMMENT ON A =

. SITUATION WHICH, BUITE FRANKLY, HAS NOT ALNAY& ‘BEEN

< -

FORM pe s ez e ) o B

REPORTED WITH FULL ACCURACY.
THE PROBLEM THAT ARISEa IN THE CASE OF TERRORISY

ATTACKS ON AMERICANS. HAS TO BE SEEN NOT ONLY IN RELATION

TO THE INDIVIDUAL "CASE BUT IN RELATION YO THE THOUSANDS
OF. AMERICANS WHO ARE IN JEOPARDY ALL OVER THE WORLD,

IN EVERY INDIVIDUAL 'CASE, THE OVERWHELMING TEMFTATION I8
‘YD GO ALONG WITH 'WHAT IS BEING ASKED, : _

ON THE UTHER HAND, IF TERRORIST GROURS GEYT THE

IMPRESSION THAT THEY CAN FORCE A NEGOTIATION WITHW THE L
UNTTED STATES AND AN. ACQUIESCENCE 'IN THEIR DEMANDS, THEN
WE MAY ' 'SAVE LIVES IN ONE FLACE AY THE RI&K OF HUNDREDS

OF LIVES EVERYWHERE ELSE.
:‘7HEREFQR£. T 18 OUR POLICY == IN onuzn 10 SAVE

LIVES AND IN ORDER TO AVOID UNDUE PRESSURE ON AMBASSADORS:
ALL OVER THE WORLD, IT IS OQUR POLICY ww THAT AMERICAN
AMBASSADORS AND AMERICAN OFFICIALS NOT PARTICIPATE IN

" NEGOTIATIONS ON THE RELEASE OF VIETIMS OF TERRORISYS, AND:

THAY TERRDRIQTS KNGN THAT THE UNITED STATES WILL NOT

PARTICIPATE IN THE: ‘PAYMENT OF RANSOM AND IN ‘THE: NEGOTIA*

TION: FDR i

IN ANY IND!VIDUAL caaa, THIS~REQU!RE8 H!ARTBREAKING N
uecxs:ens.

IT 18 DUR VIEW. THKT 1T 8AV€$ MORE LIVES AND: MORE

CJEDPARDY AND THAT IT WILL HELP AMBASSADORS, WHO CAN TH!N

MIDE BEWIND FIRM RULES RATHER THAN LEAVE IT TD THE
INDIVIDUAL DECISIDN-

T THINK AMEAQSAOQR CARTER 'I8 A DI&?INBUI&HED FOREIGN :
SERVICE ww WE 18 NOT A FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICER, WE I8 A

‘UISTINﬂuxaHED AMBASSADOR, AND MWE WAS SERVED WELL IN
TANZANIA, I DO 'NOT WANT TO ENGAGE IN A DEBATE IN WHICH

e
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HIS CONCERNS ARE VERY EASILY UNDERSTANDABLE AND WHICH IR
WE ARE TRYING TO MANDLE IN AS COMPASSIONATE A MANNER AS WE:

- 'CAN, AND WITHOUT ‘PENALIZING ANY INBIVIDUAL: 'CONCERNED, »
BUT, THERE ARE IMPDRTANT ISSUES OF PRINBIPL! INVOLVED H!R!. o

0, WHAT I8 GOING TO HAPPEN TO ANBASSADOR CARTER? HE HAS
‘THE IMPRESSION HE HAS BEEN TRANSFERRED OUT OF THE STATE
DEPARTMENT, |

SECRETARY KISSINGERI I THINK THAT AMBASSADOR CARTER -
WOULD BE BEYTER ADVISED TO DEAL WITH THE RESPONSYIBLE
OFFICIALS OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT THAN TO ENGAGE IN AN
INDEPEND!NT PUELIGI‘TY GAMPAIGN OF HIS OWN,

WE ARE KELUETANT 70 PUT FQHNARD OUR VIEW OF THE

SITUATION BECAUSE WE DO NOT BELIEVE IT WOULD HELP ANYBODY,.
WE ARE TRYING TO MAINTAIN A PRINCIPLE TWAT TERRORISTS ~ *
CANNOT NEBOTIATE WITH AMERICAN OFFICIALS, AND WE ARE DOING ™ -
‘THIS IN ORDER TO PROTECT THE THOUSANDS OF AMERICANS THAT
‘COULD BECOME VICTIMS ALL OVER THE WORLD IF WE ONCE STARTED
‘THAT PROCESS, AND NOT ONLY THE: AMERICAN TOURISTS AND
STUDENTS, BUT ALSO AMERICAN OFFICIALS,

n. MR, sacnzfnnv, ONE MORE :QUESTION ON-THIS, 1 UNDERe
STAND THAT PRESIDENT FORD WROTE A LETTER TO PRESIDENT

NYERERE BF TANZANIA THANKING MIM POR MI8 'COOPERATION IN
TH1S PRDBLEM? : . '

‘-S!CRETARY K!BBI’NE!R! THAT 8 ﬁIGH'I'.

0. AND THAT 'NMT QOQPERATIDN INCLUDED R!I..!ASING ‘TWO oF
THE TERRORISTS OF THE ORGANIZATION THAT KIDONAPPED THE
- 'FOUR - YOUNG. STUUEN?O.. NON. ISN'T THAT GOOPERATING WITH
'TERRDRM?&?

SECRETARY KISSINGERI - AFTER ‘THE EVENT, PRESIDENT
_ FORD DID INDEED WRITE THIS LETTER, AND IN EACH INDIVIDUAL
CASE 1T 18 Ao MATTER OF JUDGMENT OF WOW RIGIOLY THAT LINE = .
I8 DRAWN AND AT WHAT POINT ONE BELIEVES THAT THE LINE Has
BEEN BREACHED, |
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N Aﬁv"zveu?. AMBABSADOR ‘CARTER HAS NOT BEEN TRANSS
FERRED OUT OF THE STATE ozwnnvmanr.
0, BUT OUT OF HIS POST?

SECRETARY KISQINIWN 1 REALLY AM TRYING TO AVOID

A DETAILED DISCUBSION OF THE ISSUE, I THINK IN THE

"INTER%ST& oF ALL PARYYE& GONCERN!D. ' ' ‘
s$1s8cC o
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